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IMPROVING QUALITY OF LIFE IN RURAL COMMUNITIES 
HAS BEEN A REWARDING EXPERIENCE
Doug Roehl Celebrates Twenty Years of Federal Service
(Huron, South Dakota – December 11, 2006)  Tim B. Potts, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development South Dakota Acting State Director recognized Doug Roehl for 20 years of dedicated service to USDA Rural Development.  Roehl joined Rural Development in 1986.  

“Doug is a great asset to the Rural Development team.  His knowledge and talents have helped communities and rural residents to develop and grow while also improving their quality of life.  In Fiscal Year 2006 alone, Doug provided oversight of the rural business/cooperative programs whereas $56.8 million was invested in rural South Dakota,” said Potts.
Roehl is currently the Business and Community Programs Director for the state of South Dakota and works out of the Huron State Office.  His responsibilities include providing guidance and supervision for programs in the business and cooperative programs area.  His previous positions with the agency have included Assistant County Supervisor and County Supervisor located in the communities of Madison, Plankinton, Britton and Sturgis.

“Throughout my years of service with the agency, I have truly enjoyed seeing first hand the positive impact our programs have made in peoples’ lives whether it be the creation of business opportunities, fire and rescue equipment, health care and child care facilities, providing safe and sanitary water and sewer, in addition to first time homebuyers and the repair of existing homes,” Roehl said.  He continued, “Our programs provide equity and technical assistance to foster growth in rural communities.  The positive impact that I’ve seen our programs make has been and continues to be a very rewarding experience for me.” 

Doug resides in Huron and is active in the South Dakota Association of Credit Specialists which is comprised of USDA Rural Development employees across the United States.  He enjoys spending time with his two sons, in addition to hunting, fishing and other outdoor activities.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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