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CITY OF CROOKS AWARDED $60,000 FROM USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Funding Assists With Purchase of a Snow Plow 

(Crooks, South Dakota – December 8, 2006) Tim B. Potts, Acting State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, awarded the City of Cooks with a community facility direct loan in the amount of $60,000 for the purchase of a snow plow.

Potts said, “This equipment will provide the City of Crooks the ability to remove snow in a more timely manner during inclement weather.  This equipment will help in meeting the needs of the community.”  
The City of Crooks is a growing community with a population of approximately 1,000 people.  The city is a need of additional equipment to serve the needs of this prospering community.  As snow plows are a necessity in South Dakota during the winter months, the funding assisted the city with the purchase of a 33,000 pound single axle conventional plow truck.  The federal funding was leveraged with an applicant contribution of $10,000.
“We searched for two years for a good used truck while patching our old truck together and hoping it would make it through another snowfall.  After Council decided to purchase a new truck, USDA was very helpful and made the financing process easy.  The City of Crooks is relieved to have a new, dependable snow truck to get us through the winter months for many years to come," said Kelly Finke, Mayor of the City of Crooks.
USDA Rural Development Area Director Trace Davids, Manager Kevin Strickler, and Specialist Diane Sieperda.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.                   
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
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Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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