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CRAIG JOHNSON RECOGNIZED FOR 10 YEARS OF FEDERAL SERVICE
Improving the Lives of Rural South Dakotan’s is Rewarding
(Huron, South Dakota – February 13, 2007)  Tim B. Potts, USDA Rural Development South Dakota Acting State Director recognized Craig Johnson for 10 years of dedicated service to USDA Rural Development.  Johnson joined Rural Development in 1992.

“Craig has distinguished himself in his work, commitment to government service, and his contributions are greatly appreciated,” Potts said.  He continued, “He has done an outstanding job in working with group loans in the state.”
Johnson is currently the Rural Development Specialist working out of the Aberdeen Rural Development Office and serving the counties of  Brown, Campbell, Day, Edmunds, Marshall, McPherson, Roberts and Walworth.  “Being able to gain hands on experience to help rural communities improve their quality of life by providing programs that assist with homeownership, day cares, libraries, water and sewer, and community facilities is very rewarding,” Johnson said.  Johnson’s career began with Rural Development in 1992.  He left the agency temporarily to pursue other interests and returned to Rural Development in January of 2000.  
“With advancements made through the years with the upgrades in computer applications, we are in a better position to serve the public with our programs.  This also provides a better means for national office to have better oversight on our day to day operations,”  Johnson added.  “Working in collaboration with our partners we are able to consolidate funding providing greater support and capital to help rural communities survive and thrive.”  

Craig’s present duties include meeting with applicants, processing loans, closing loans, administering funds, construction, and inspections.  “One of my previous supervisors taught me to ‘never sweat the small stuff’ and my parents have inspired me with their stamina and insight – ‘Always treat people the way you want to be treated’.  This advice has made my government service an interesting, educating, and rewarding ten years.  I’m looking forwarding to several more years of serving rural South Dakotans,” said Johnson.  
Johnson graduated from University of Sioux Falls earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration.  In his free time he enjoys hunting, fishing, and remodeling his house.  Johnson resides in Aberdeen.
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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