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SERVING RURAL SOUTH DAKOTA ENSURING RESIDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO RESOURCES AND PROGRAMS ADMINISTRED THROUGH USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
Tim Potts Recognized for 25 Years of Federal Service
(Rapid City, South Dakota – February 6,  2007)  Tim B. Potts presently serves as Acting State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota.  Recently he was recognized by the agency for twenty-five years of federal service.  

“I feel tremendous pride in the accomplishments of Rural Development in South Dakota,” said Potts.  “One of the greatest achievements of my career was assisting with the vision of the Suanne Big Crow Center and seeing it become a reality on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota.  This facility provides youth with the opportunity to grow, play, and learn.”  
Tim began his government career back in high school working for the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service (ASCS) located in Gettysburg, South Dakota.  After graduating from South Dakota State University, he began working for USDA Farmers Home Administration (FmHA) where he held the position of County Supervisor working in Sturgis, Rapid City, Huron, and Miller.  In addition to his present appointment of Acting State Director, Tim continues to provide oversight in his position of Rural Development Director, headquartered in Rapid City, for western South Dakota, as well as four counties in eastern South Dakota.  
Potts added, “During my twenty-five years of service, I’ve worked with counties in western South Dakota and parts of eastern South Dakota to help improve the quality of life for South Dakota families.  Throughout my government career, I’ve gained patience, cultural sensitivity, and fiscal responsibility with tax payers’ money,” added Potts.  “I truly enjoy working with communities on projects that provide economic revitalization and sustainable, in addition to assisting families with purchasing their first home.”
When not on duty, Tim is an active community member in Sturgis, South Dakota.  He is a leader in the community, serving on 14 committees and boards including the Meade County Planning Board, Sturgis Community Center Board, Post 33 Legion Baseball Board and Meade County Thrivent Board.  In addition, he is active in the Scooper Booster Club and his church, serving as an Assisting Minister at Grace Lutheran.  
During his free time, Tim enjoys fishing, collecting coins, photography, running and training for marathons.  Potts and his wife Marcia (a school nurse) have two children, Trevor and Tera.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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