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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

TOWN OF HITCHCOCK AWARDED $149,000 FROM USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Water Pressure and Capacity Retained With Funding
(Hitchcock, South Dakota – January 26, 2006)  The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development South Dakota Acting State Director Tim B. Potts today presented the town of Hitchcock with a water and waste disposal loan of $71,000 and a grant of $78,000 for system capacity improvements.  
“The improvements being made to the water tower will ensure continued service is provided to the 108 users in the town of Hitchcock.  These infrastructure improvements will assist with safety and water quality compliance while retaining system pressure and capacity,” Potts said.
The existing water tower in Hitchcock is in need of repairs.  There are presently open seams on the cap of the tower and a large gap between the roof and the tank wall.  In addition, the water tower does not meet OSHA standards and needs to be repaired.  Hitchcock receives bulk water from the Mid Dakota Rural Water System.  The funding for this project will be used to repair and repaint the water tower.  The improvements will allow the town of Hitchcock to meet safety standards, ensure the quality of drinking water delivered to the residents, and maintain pressure and capacity requirements necessary for fire protection.  The federal funding will be leveraged with a DENR grant of $25,000.

“The town of Hitchcock would like to thank USDA Rural Development for these funds which will allow us to move forward with this project and complete necessary safety improvements and repair work on our water tower,” said Ray Waldner, Mayor.  
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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