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	USDA ANNOUNCES OVER $6.4 MILLION FOR RURAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES 


	
	Grants Awarded to 33 Organizations in 22 States, District of Columbia and Puerto Rico 


	  


	WASHINGTON, January 29, 2007—Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns today announced that more than $6.4 million in grant funds will be provided to 33 organizations in 22 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico to support rural economic development efforts. The funding is being provided through USDA Rural Development's Rural Community Development Initiative Program. 

"Rural America is experiencing a true renaissance and these funds are intended to help ensure that more areas of our nation have the opportunity to participate," said Johanns. "These funds will assist in the effort to provide affordable housing and public facilities to the residents of rural communities." 

USDA Rural Development's Rural Community Development Initiative assists nonprofit community based development organizations, federally recognized Indian tribes and low-income communities to improve their ability to promote economic growth. Recipients are required to obtain matching funds, doubling the value of the grants. The grants are awarded to an intermediary organization, which can be public or private (including tribal). The funds are then provided to recipients, which must be located in eligible rural areas. 

In South Dakota, Northeast South Dakota Community Action Program will receive $300,000 to provide four recipients with technical assistance which will allow the recipients to provide new functions to their beneficiaries in the form of homeownership education and allow them to expand their capacity in their housing community and economic development programs. 

States receiving funding include: Alaska, Ark., Calif., Ga., Idaho, Ill., Ind., Ky., Mass., Maine, Mont., N.C., Neb., NY, Ohio, Okla., Ore., S.D. Texas, Va., Wash., and Wis. Also receiving funding are organizations in the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. A complete list of the loan recipients is available at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 

USDA Rural Development's mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life in rural communities. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $72 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Over 1.2 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov . 
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