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CONNIE GERARD RECOGNIZED FOR 20 YEARS OF FEDERAL SERVICE
Common Thread Exists Between USDA Rural Development and Communities
 
(Rapid City, South Dakota – July 11, 2007)  “The common thread in all of our programs is that we do good things for people living in rural communities and I’m proud to be a part of that,” chimed Connie Gerard, Rural Development Specialist in the Rapid City Office.  “An interconnection exists between our agency and the communities we serve in that we provide opportunities for families to become homeowners, assist with a safe water supply, finance essential community facilities, and promote economic stability.”
 
USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers and Area Director Tim Potts recently recognized Connie with a certificate of appreciation for her twenty years of federal service. “Connie wears a lot of different hats for our agency,” said Jaspers.  “All in the same day, she may approve a single family housing loan for a low income family, complete a construction inspection on a fire hall, answer questions on a multi-family housing transfer application and talk to a non-profit organization about obtaining a grant to set-up a revolving loan fund for start-up businesses.  Her untiring ambition is appreciated.”
 
Gerard began her government career in July of 1987 as an Agricultural Management Specialist for the agency (formerly known as Farmers Home Administration).  In 1995, when USDA reorganized, she was transferred to her present position.  
 
“With a bachelor’s degree in Ag, I find that I’m no longer working in my chosen field of study,” commented Gerard.  “However, I believe that through each transition and each new program we administer, I have gained increased knowledge and experience.  It is never boring.”
 
Gerard remembers well and is inspired by what a college professor once told her, “You don’t go to college to get an education, you go to college to learn how to educate yourself.”  These words are a reminder that you can learn anything that you set your mind to do.
 

Gerard and her husband Don, run a commercial cattle ranch near Edgemont, South Dakota.  They both enjoy raising cattle, in addition to working with their horses.  They have two children:  Kaitlin – 3 ½ and Colter – 7 months.  They are their pride and joy.  Connie has been a long time supporter of 4-H and judges horses shows on occasion.  In her free time, she enjoys decorating cakes, writing, gardening, and singing karaoke. 

-Continued-

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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