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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

CITY OF ELKTON RECEIVES FEDERAL GRANT
TO STIMULATE SMALL BUSINESS
To Support Local Business Expansion Rural Development Awards $99,900


(Elkton, South Dakota – July 31, 2007) – Mike Jaspers, State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, today awarded the City of Elkton a rural business enterprise grant to renovate the existing meat packing plant in Elkton and to construct an addition to the facility to house a grocery store. The $99,900 grant will make the facility sound so its current tenants, emerging small businesses, can continue to operate in the location.  

“We are very pleased to provide funding to the City of Elkton,” said Jaspers.  “The funds will assist existing businesses improve their services in the community as well as provide opportunities for economic growth.”

The City of Elkton is working towards revitalization of their community.  This project is an example of their efforts to stay alive and vibrant.  In addition, an improvement to the facility includes the installation of a geothermal heating system to enhance the operating efficiency. Federal funding for this project will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $5,000.  

“In an effort to keep the City moving forward, this project is one of the Council’s top priorities.  We want to help our residents succeed where we can,” said Dave Landsman, Mayor of the City of Elkton. 

USDA Rural Development Area Director Bruce Jones and Manager Darlene Bresson also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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