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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
CITY OF KIMBALL EXPANDS FIRE/AMBULANCE FACILITY 
USDA Rural Development Funds of $85,000 Assist With the Project
(Kimball, SD – June 13, 2007)  Area Director Trace Davids and Rural Development Manager Tim Murray today presented the City of Kimball with a ceremonial check representing community facility direct loan funds in the amount of $85,000 for expansion of the fire/ambulance facility.

“Rural Development is excited to be partnering with the City of Kimball in an effort to improve the quality of life for area residents,” said Mike Jaspers, USDA Rural Development State Director in South Dakota.  “Whether it is assistance for new businesses, help for other community infrastructure like health care and public safety facilities, or housing, Rural Development has programs that make a real difference in rural communities.”

The Kimball Volunteer Fire Department added an addition measuring 50 feet by 60 feet to the existing structure.  The expanded portion will be used to store ambulance vehicles and equipment, while the existing structure will be used for fire department vehicles, and equipment, as well as provide office space.  The addition will provide ample space for the community to provide both services in a more efficient manner and response time in the event of an emergency will be improved.  Federal funds were leveraged with a community development block grant (CDBG) from the state of South Dakota in the amount of $182,500.
“The Citizens of Kimball deeply appreciate the assistance received from Rural Development with the Fire hall Expansion Project.  This addition will help our Fire and Ambulance Departments to respond more quickly to emergencies and will improve the quality of life of Kimball and the surrounding area,” said Robert Miller, Mayor of the City of Kimball.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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