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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                         Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
HOME SWEET HOME NEVER FELT SO GOOD

(Elk Point, South Dakota – June 14, 2007)  After Jerrine Collins-Fridley’s husband passed away, she felt a strong loss and was finding it uncomfortable living in the rented home they had shared together.  Prior to his death, her husband had three open heart surgeries in three years.  The couple had a lot of medical bills and was forced to file bankruptcy.  When Jerrine was approached by the individual living in the home she lived in twenty-five years ago to let her know she was putting it on the market for sale, she wanted first chance at reclaiming it as her ‘home sweet home’.  

Jerrine had gone to several banks and not one of the lending institutions would provide her with the funds needed to purchase back her dream home.  Feeling frustrated, Jerrine told the woman owning the home that she felt helpless.  The woman told her before she gives up all hope, to contact USDA Rural Development…what a difference they made in her life.  Rural Development Specialist Patti Ebeling provided guidance and support to Jerrine.  Collins-Fridley said, “Patti worked with me until success of homeownership was my only option.  She is truly an angel”.  
A success story indeed.  “With the assistance of family, friends, and Rural Development, I’m a much stronger individual and independent 73 year old woman.  I can do things for myself and have the self-satisfaction to say I did it,” said Collins-Fridley.  Since Collins has been living in the home, she has done quite a bit of landscaping with planting and caring for the flowers and bushes, as well as pruning and clipping trees.  Inside of the home, she has done some repair work to return the home to the way she remembered it from years ago.  “The transition and opportunity to move back to my ‘home sweet home’ as brought happiness back into my life,” exclaimed Collins-Fridley.  “My children and grandchildren are also happy for me.  This house is filled with a lot of good memories.” 

If you are interested in learning more about USDA Rural Development programs, please contact the Yankton Rural Development Office at 605-665-2662, Ext. 4.USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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