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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                           Tim McNeilly (202) 720-4581

USDA BUILDS ON HOMEOWNERSHIP MONTH

WASHINGTON, June 1, 2007 – Agriculture Under Secretary for Rural Development Thomas Dorr today highlighted June 2007 as National Homeownership Month, with a series of events sponsored by USDA Rural Development.  


“For nearly 60 years, USDA Rural Development has helped rural Americans with the blueprint to become a homeowner,” Dorr said. “In the most recent year, we helped 43,000 rural families achieve the American dream of homeownership.” 


This year’s Homeownership Month highlights the close partnership of USDA Rural Development with partner organizations through financial and technical assistance by direct and guaranteed loan programs.  Volunteers in the Mutual Self-Help housing program are also recognized for helping future homeowners build their own houses under the direction of an experienced construction supervisor.  Through community building events, almost 1,500 families built their own homes last year, earning 25 percent credit through “sweat equity.”


USDA is hosting more than 100 events nationwide during June to underscore the Administration’s commitment to providing Americans with safe, affordable housing.  Some of the events being held throughout South Dakota include: 

· A dedication ceremony for the construction of 11-three bedroom rental units for families in the Long Hollow District located on the Sisseton-Wahpeton Reservation in Northeastern South Dakota.  The Sisseton Wahpeton Housing Authority was awarded a USDA Rural Development Section 515 Rural Rental Housing loan funds for the project.  

· A tour of a newly constructed office building for the Sisseton Wahpeton Housing Authority.  A community facility loan was used to finance the construction of the building to administer the housing programs on the Reservation.
· Participation in a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the rural rental housing (515 project) units located at Lake Traverse.  The Lake Traverse District is located in the northeastern part of the state near Sisseton, South Dakota.

· A tour of self-help rehab projects in the Brookings and Valley Springs area with state and national office officials.

· A tour the Presidential declared flood disaster area in the Aberdeen area.

- Continued on next page -

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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