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CREATING AFFORDABLE HOMEOWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
USDA Rural Development Partners With Northeast South Dakota Community Action Program and Northeast South Dakota Economic Corporation
(Sisseton, SD – June 20, 2007)  USDA Rural Development joins in a national effort to bring attention to both the needs and successes in rural housing.  In South Dakota, Peter Morgan, Chief of Staff for Rural Development’s Housing and Community Facilities Programs (Washington, DC) is in the state on June 20th – 21st to help celebrate Homeownership Month – “Own Your Future” -  with open houses, check presentations and ribbon cutting ceremonies highlighting housing projects and explaining homeownership opportunities through USDA. Mr. Morgan, along with state and local officials, today met with the Northeast South Dakota Community Action Program (NESDCAP) and Northeast South Dakota Economic Corporation (NESDEC) to discuss economic development efforts.  
“This is the eleventh year USDA Rural Development has participated in Homeownership Month Activities.  Homeownership remains a central part of the American dream and provides security, stabilizes neighborhoods, and helps create stronger communities. Working in conjunction with our partners, we enhance and strengthen economic opportunities in rural America,” said Morgan.

NESDCAP and NESDEC are active partners with USDA Rural Development in creating opportunities for affordable homeownership.  Both agencies have been recipients of USDA Rural Development funds to further promote economic development, homeownership and increased quality of life.  

NESDCAP is a 501(c)3 private non-profit agency serving the following seventeen counties:  Beadle, Brown, Campbell, Day, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand, Hughes, Hyde, Marshall, McPherson, Potter, Roberts, Spink, Stanley, Sully and Walworth.  Among the many services of NESDCAP, the organization provides homebuyer education, housing rehab, and housing lending.  NESDEC provides economic opportunities to the residents of its service area through small business loans, housing loans, technical assistance, and partnerships with financial institutions and other business assistance organizations.  NESDEC is a 501(c)3 private non-profit community development corporation and partially supported by NESDCAP.  NESDEC currently serves twenty-two counties including Beadle, Brown, Buffalo, Campbell, Clark, Codington, Day, Edmunds, Faulk, Grant, Hand, Hyde, Jerauld, Kingsbury, Marshall, McPherson, Miner, Potter, Roberts, Sanborn, Spink, and Walworth.
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“NESDCAP and Rural Development have a long standing partnership that has helped develop many programs relating directly to homeownership.  The most recent partnership was the award of a Rural Community Development Initiative grant to expand homeownership services in our area through collaboration with additional development groups.  Rural Development also provides subsidized partnership home loans in conjunction with NESDCAP and NESDEC, and we often partner on home repair projects.  There have been many more partnerships over the years that have created homeownership opportunities, and I am looking forward to many more in the future,” said Marcia Erickson, Executive Director of NESDCAP.

“NESDEC’s partnership with Rural Development allows us to promote economic development and provide affordable housing to residents of our service area,” said Lori Finnesand, Executive Director of NESDEC.

At Rural Development we are committed to the future of rural communities by helping as many people as possible achieve the American Dream of owning their own home.  This month we are proud to celebrate homeownership and the role it plays in providing economic security for families, stabilizing neighborhoods and helping to create stronger communities.  

USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers said, “So far in 2007, USDA Rural Development in South Dakota has invested $57.8 million to help more than 594 families.  We have assisted others in achieving their dream of homeownership, and we’d like to have the opportunity to assist you, too.”

President Bush has declared June "National Homeownership Month." This is a time to reflect on the important role homeownership plays in American society, especially in rural America. Homeownership is a foundation of the American economy, helping to increase jobs, boost demand for goods and services and build prosperity.  The 2007 theme for Homeownership Month is “Own your future”. 

To find out more about our homeownership programs for yourself, a family member or someone you know, contact one of the ten USDA Rural Development offices (listed in the blue government section of the phone book) in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton, or visit our web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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