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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
SISSETON-WAHPETON HOUSING AUTHORITY 
SHOW CASES HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS 

USDA Rural Development is Active Participant

(Sisseton, South Dakota – June 20, 2007)  In recognition of Homeownership Month, many activities will be highlighted across the state including:  A visit to the state by Peter Morgan, Chief of Staff of Rural Development’s Housing and Community Facilities Programs on June 20 - 21, 2007.  Mr. Morgan will be joined by Housing Director Roger Hazuka and Area Director Bruce Jones on June 20th to participate in a ribbon cutting for the Lake Traverse multi-family housing project, a ground breaking ceremony for the Long Hollow self-help site, and a ribbon cutting at the Sisseton-Wahpeton Housing Authority (SWHA) administrative building. 

“I am truly looking forward to visiting the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Reservation and to see firsthand the developments made through utilization of USDA Rural Development program funds,” Morgan said.  “This is the eleventh year USDA Rural Development has participated in Homeownership Month Activities.  Homeownership remains a central part of the American dream and provides security, stabilizes neighborhoods, and helps create stronger communities.” 
The Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Reservation housing shortage is a major problem confronting local leadership.  The latest housing study shows that there is a need for 700 homes of which 280 households are very low or low income.  In addition, the study showed the need for 140 rental units.  To date, 40 applications have been submitted for the Lake Traverse 11-unit family project which is projected to be ready for rent in August of 2007.  The SWHA has numerous names on the waiting list for housing.  

The SWHA was the recipient of USDA Rural Development funds to assist with the construction of the Lake Traverse and Long Hollow rental units, as well as for the administration building and equipment purchases such as a security system, desk, file cabinets, computers, chairs, conference table, and time clock swipe.  These projects will assist SWHA in meeting the needs of families living in the area as well as provide them with a facility to service the reservation for housing needs.  The reservation recently formed a new development corporation and set up a “One Stop Center” to encourage and streamline home ownership on the reservation.

“It is very gratifying to see Rural Development take such an active interest in the housing needs on our Reservation,” said LeRoy Quinn, Jr., Executive Director of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Housing 
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authority.  I have found the Aberdeen Staff to be very responsive to our efforts.  The technical assistance and expertise they have provided to our organization has been outstanding.  I feel it essential to continue to utilize Rural Development as a funding source for our housing needs.”

At Rural Development we are committed to the future of rural communities by helping as many people as possible achieve the American Dream of owning their own home.  This month we are proud to celebrate homeownership and the role it plays in providing economic security for families, stabilizing neighborhoods and helping to create stronger communities.  

USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers said, “So far in 2007, USDA Rural Development in South Dakota has invested $57.8 million to help more than 594 families.  We have assisted others in achieving their dream of homeownership, and we’d like to have the opportunity to assist you, too.”

President Bush has declared June "National Homeownership Month." This is a time to reflect on the important role homeownership plays in American society, especially in rural America. Homeownership is a foundation of the American economy, helping to increase jobs, boost demand for goods and services and build prosperity.  The 2007 theme for Homeownership Month is “Own your future”. 

To find out more about our home ownership programs for yourself, a family member or someone you know, call us at (605) 352-1100, contact one of the ten USDA Rural Development offices in the state that assist rural communities (office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton), or visit our web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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