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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
HOMEOWNERSHIP MONTH ACTIVITIES PLANNED

USDA Rural Development is Active Participant

(Aberdeen, South Dakota – June 20, 2007)  In recognition of Homeownership Month, many activities will be highlighted across the state including:  A visit to the state by Peter Morgan, Chief of Staff of Rural Development’s Housing and Community Facilities Programs on June 20 - 21, 2007.  Mr. Morgan will be joined by Housing Director Roger Hazuka and Area Director Bruce Jones on June 20th to participate in a ribbon cutting for the Lake Traverse multi-family housing  project, a ground breaking ceremony for the Long Hollow self-help site, and a meeting with Northeast South Dakota Economic Corporation (NESDEC) and Northeast South Dakota Community Action Program (NESDCAP) located in Sisseton.  On June 19th, the group will participate in a meeting with Homes Are Possible, Inc. (HAPI) Executive Director Jeff Mitchell and tour presidential declared flood disaster areas in Aberdeen.  
“I am truly looking forward to visiting the Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribe and other areas of the state to see firsthand the developments made through utilization of USDA Rural Development program funds,” Morgan said.  “This is the eleventh year USDA Rural Development has participated in Homeownership Month Activities.  Homeownership remains a central part of the American dream and provides security, stabilizes neighborhoods, and helps create stronger communities.” 
At Rural Development we are committed to the future of rural communities by helping as many people as possible achieve the American Dream of owning their own home.  This month we are proud to celebrate homeownership and the role it plays in providing economic security for families, stabilizing neighborhoods and helping to create stronger communities.  

USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers said, “So far in 2007, USDA Rural Development in South Dakota has invested $57.8 million to help more than 594 families.  We have assisted others in achieving their dream of homeownership, and we’d like to have the opportunity to assist you, too.”

President Bush has declared June "National Homeownership Month." This is a time to reflect on the important role homeownership plays in American society, especially in rural America. Homeownership is a foundation of the American economy, helping to increase jobs, boost demand for goods and services and build prosperity.  The 2007 theme for Homeownership Month is “Own your future”. 

To find out more about our home ownership programs for yourself, a family member or someone you know, call us at (605) 352-1100, contact one of the ten USDA Rural Development offices in the state that assist rural communities (office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton), or visit our web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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