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HOMEOWNERS LEARN BUILDING SKILLS 
WHILE WORKING ON THEIR OWN HOME 
10-Year Partnership Recognized Between USDA Rural Development 
and Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc.
(Brookings, SD – June 21, 2007)  USDA Rural Development joins in a national effort to bring attention to both the needs and successes in rural housing.  In South Dakota, Peter Morgan, Chief of Staff for Rural Development’s Housing and Community Facilities Programs (Washington, DC) is in the state on June 20th – 21st to help celebrate Homeownership Month – “Own Your Future” -  with open houses, check presentations and ribbon cutting ceremonies highlighting housing projects and explaining homeownership opportunities through USDA.  Today, Mr. Morgan made a stop in Brookings to tour the homes recently completed by the homeowners.  In addition, he recognized Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc. for being a valuable partner to USDA Rural Development over the past 10-years in the self-help program – both home construction and home repair - and for their accomplishments in expanding homeownership opportunities.  

“USDA Rural Development has a long history of providing assistance to improve homeownership opportunities in rural South Dakota.  USDA Rural Development provides funding and technical assistance to support achieving this important goal through the Agency’s mutual self-help housing program and single-family housing loan program.  We value the working relationship we have with Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc. and look forward to many more years of partnering,” said Morgan.

Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc. has been very successful in providing services to low and very low income families in achieving the American dream of homeownership.  They are an active participant in the Agency’s mutual self-help housing program.  The self-help program is available to public or private non-profit organizations and Indian Tribes to provide assistance in recruitment, screening, loan packaging, and related activities for self-help housing applicants.  Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc. worked with the families in the Brookings area to build their own homes using the self-help method of construction.  
As a condition of the mutual self-help housing program, future homeowners are required to personally supply 65% of their own labor to construct their house and all the residences must be completed before the new homes can be occupied.  USDA Rural Development provides technical assistance funding to a qualified non-profit entity to oversee the home construction, along with loan financing to the eligible homeowner.

- Continued -

Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc. is a non-profit corporation that operates programs to assist very-low and low-income families including elderly persons and persons with disabilities to achieve and maintain their self-sufficiency.  Housing is a basic need for all persons and the self-help housing program is a proven method of increasing the availability of affordable housing for very-low and low-income persons.

“ICAP's families have constructed over 100 new homes through the Self Help Housing program in the past ten years.  These homes have added more than ten million dollars to the tax base in the area,” said Cindy Dannenbring, Executive Director of Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc. 
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

- USDA -
Committed to the future of rural communities.
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