[image: image1.png]USDA manis

= T
Development



 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

200 Fourth Street SW • Federal Building, Room 210 • Huron, SD  57350
Phone: (605) 352-1100 • Fax: (605) 352-1146 • TDD: (605) 352-1147 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTS WITH HOME REPAIRS
Improvements Help Keep the Heat In and the Cold Out 


(Watertown, South Dakota – June 21, 2007) USDA Rural Development joins in a national effort to bring attention to both the needs and successes in rural housing.  In South Dakota, Peter Morgan, Chief of Staff for Rural Development’s Housing and Community Facilities Programs (Washington, DC) is in the state on June 20th – 21st to help celebrate Homeownership Month – “Own Your Future” -  with open houses, check presentations and ribbon cutting ceremonies highlighting housing projects and explaining homeownership opportunities through USDA. Mr. Morgan, along with state and local officials, today met with John and Jane Livock.  

“This is the eleventh year USDA Rural Development has participated in Homeownership Month Activities.  Homeownership remains a central part of the American dream and provides security, stabilizes neighborhoods, and helps create stronger communities.  We are pleased to play a part in assisting the Livock’s with home repairs to make their home more efficient and comfortable,” said Morgan.

John & Jane Livock noticed a new poster in the Post Office one day.  Little did they realize at the time how grateful they would be for the information on that poster.

The Livocks moved to South Dakota in 1995 and bought their home in 2001.  Two weeks after moving in, John lost his job, so they were not able to make the repairs they had planned on doing.  Later that same year, Jane was diagnosed with cancer, so house repairs were again put on hold.  

The first winter in the house, with a high fuel bill - caused in part by bad windows - convinced them of the need to replace the windows.  And each year they had to paint the house because the siding wouldn’t hold the paint.  However by this time, John had retired and being on a fixed income, the family struggled to save enough money to make the repairs.

That is when Jane found the poster on self help rehab.  The self help rehab program is a pilot project of USDA Rural Development in South Dakota in which low-income families make needed repairs to their homes by doing the work themselves or with the help of family and friends.  USDA Rural Development awarded a technical assistance grant to Inter-Lakes Community Action (ICAP) in October, 2004, to administer the program over a seven county area in southeastern South Dakota.   ICAP markets the program (posters), assesses the repairs needed, and assists the family in getting bids.  Then a Project Supervisor teaches the family the necessary skills to make the repairs and supervises the project to make sure the work is being completed.

- Continued -

Using the rural home repair (504) loan/grant program, USDA Rural Development also finances the materials and any sub-contract labor, such as an electrician or plumber.  With either a 1% interest loan, or a grant for elderly applicants, the repairs are affordable for low-income families.

When asked about the experience, Jane said, “We had fun doing it and enjoy the results.”  In fact, John and Jane have discussed helping an elderly man in the next town who doesn’t have close relatives to help him.  Their pay?  If he makes the coffee, we’ll be glad to help.  It’s the neighborly thing to do.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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