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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT ANNOUNCES RESTRUCTURING PLANS
(Huron, South Dakota – June 29, 2007)  USDA Rural Development in South Dakota recently announced its intentions to close two of nine existing field offices in efforts to achieve greater consistency and delivery of programs, increase the size of field staff units, and reduce leasing and administrative overhead due to more restrictive budget constraints.  

Two hundred and fourteen (214) offices nationwide are slated for proposed closure, with two of the offices being located in South Dakota.  Those offices include the Huron and Sturgis field office.  Offices will remain open in Aberdeen, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Watertown, Yankton and the Huron State Office.  "The office structure proposed in the revised business plan will assist our agency in meeting the requirements necessary to reduce the operating costs associated with delivering our expansive program portfolio," says Mike Jaspers, USDA Rural Development State Director.  "The plan must yet be approved by the National Food and Agriculture Council in Washington, D.C." 

While funds for Rural Development programs have remained strong, dollars for administration, including office expenses and staff, have declined. In addition, Rural Development has been asked to reduce the number of employees within the agency.  “We are presently within the lowered ceiling and all of our current full-time employees will retain their positions, although some employees will have new duty stations,” Jaspers stated.

The office closures in South Dakota are slated to take affect some time in 2008, with all clients and business partners being notified well in advance once that date can be determined, based on logistics.  Jaspers contends the closings won't greatly affect services to Rural Development program users, including individuals and organizations. "All programs and services will still be offered through all of our physical locations," he says. "In addition, we spend a great deal of our time out visiting with our customers and conducting meetings to explain our programs." 
For more information regarding USDA Rural Development programs, contact (605) 352-1100 or visit www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd.  USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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