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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
IS YOUR COMMUNITY PREPARED FOR SUMMER STORM SEASON 
USDA Rural Development Funds Available to Assist Eligible Rural Communities
(Huron, SD – June 5, 2007)  If a natural disaster occurs in your rural community, are you prepared?  Recently, the town of Freeman experienced an electrical outage at a time the cities early warning sirens should have been sounding to alert the residents of the danger of a tornado.  The thunder storm hitting the town caused a power outage, disabling the early warning system.  The system did not have back-up generator capabilities so in an effort to warn local residents, emergency responders drove house to house in emergency vehicles (police cars and fire trucks), blowing whistles and shouting in blow horns advising residents to take cover.  

“The goal of this article is to raise awareness of key preparedness planning and response efforts that can help increase safety in the event an emergency and to help make communities in South Dakota aware that USDA Rural Development has loan and grant programs available to assist eligible applicants,” said USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers.   Jaspers went on to say, “I ask all communities across the state to evaluate, re-evaluate their preparedness for emergencies such as the one Freeman recently faced.”  Jaspers concluded by saying, “At USDA Rural Development, we have an interest in improving community safety and want to enhance the quality of life for rural South Dakotans.”
USDA Rural Development may be able to assist communities with improved safety measures through its community facility program.  Through this program there are funding opportunities for rural emergency responders to specifically strengthen the ability of rural communities to respond to local emergencies.  The community facilities program funds are used to support rural emergency responder efforts by financing needed equipment and services.  These funds are available to public bodies, non-profit organizations and recognized Indian tribes.

USDA Rural Development is ready to assist with community facility projects and services.  In addition to funding opportunities for rural emergency responders, community facility programs available to eligible communities include:

Community facility direct loans are used to construct, enlarge, extend, or otherwise improve community facilities providing essential services in rural areas and towns with a population of 20,000 or less.  The funds are available to public entities such as municipalities, counties, special-purpose districts, Indian tribes, and corporation snot operated for profit for such purposes as health care, fire and rescue, community centers, assisted living projects, day care and other purposes.

Guaranteed community facility loans are available to finance the same type of facilities as the direct loan program, as well as recreational type projects.  The loan, however, is made by an eligible lender to borrowers (public bodies and not-for-profit groups) and guaranteed by Rural Development.

Community facilities grants are available for small projects in low income areas to make essential facilities affordable.  These grants will normally be made in conjunction with a community facility loan in areas of greatest need to make the project affordable.

“If your community is in need of improved or enhanced emergency preparedness equipment, services, or facilities, I encourage you to contact one of our ten offices listed in the government blue pages in the telephone directory.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown and Yankton,” Jaspers said.  
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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