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DORR ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF MIKE JASPERS TO HEAD RURAL DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS IN SOUTH DAKOTA
March 19, 2007--Agriculture Under Secretary for Rural Development Thomas C. Dorr today announced the appointment of Michael V. Jaspers as South Dakota State Director for Rural Development. 

“Mike Jaspers brings a wealth of experience to this position,” Dorr said. “He has an extensive background in agriculture and a proven track record as an excellent manager and leader.”
A resident of Sioux Falls, Jaspers holds a Bachelors of Science degree in Mechanized Agriculture from South Dakota State University.  In addition to seven years in agricultural retail management, he has owned and operated a corn, soybeans, alfalfa and cattle production operation for more than 20 years.  Jaspers served on the National Conference of State Legislators’ Federal Fiscal Policy Committee and the Governor’s Task Force on Agricultural Land Valuation.  Until recently, he served four terms in the South Dakota State Legislature.  
Jaspers is a past classroom volunteer with Junior Achievement and a member of the South Dakota Agri-Business Association.  He is also a current member of South Dakota Ag and Rural Leadership, Class IV.
USDA Rural Development's mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life in rural communities.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested more than $72 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

