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SEEING AGENCY AND PROGRAMS EVOLVE HAS BEEN ENJOYABLE
Gary Korzan Celebrates Thirty Years of Federal Service
(Huron, South Dakota – March 21, 2007)  Michael V. Jaspers, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development South Dakota State Director recognized Gary Korzan for 30 years of dedicated federal service.  Korzan joined Rural Development in 1981.  

“Gary’s knowledge and talents have been valuable to the agency, especially his expertise in the energy and value added programs.  He has been very instrumental in helping rural communities and residents develop and grow while also improving their quality of life,” said Jaspers.
Korzan is currently the Business and Cooperative Specialist for the state of South Dakota and works out of the Huron State Office.  His responsibilities include providing guidance on the business programs and cooperative services provided by the agency, reviews applications, and is an intermediary between the national office and the field office.  His previous positions with the agency have included Assistant County Supervisor and County Supervisor located in the communities of Britton, Mitchell, Parkston and Pierre.  Prior to joining USDA Rural Development, Korzan served in the Air Force from 1972 – 1976 and worked for Brookings Utilities from 1976 – 1980.
“Throughout my years of service with the agency, I have truly enjoyed working with the value-added program.  I was instrumental in the delivery of this program from the get go.  This program can assist with business development and gives entrepreneurs start-up funds, as well as assists cooperative projects find funding sources to study the feasibility of their value-added projects,” Korzan said.  He continued, “I enjoy my job and it provides me with opportunities I wouldn’t otherwise have had.  There are a lot of opportunities in Rural Development.  Changes are on the horizon and it looks very optimistic.” 

Gary resides in Mitchell.  He enjoys spending time with his wife, Jeanice, two daughters and one grandson, in addition to hunting, fishing and other outdoor activities.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

[image: image1.png]