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IMPROVING QUALITY OF LIFE REWARDING EXPERIENCE
Pat Hemen Celebrates 15 Years of Federal Service
(Huron, South Dakota – March 22, 2007)  Michael V. Jaspers, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development South Dakota State Director recognized Pat Hemen for 15 years of dedicated service to USDA Rural Development.  Hemen joined Rural Development in 1992.  

“Pat is a great asset to the Rural Development team.  His knowledge and talents have helped communities and rural residents to develop and grow while also improving their quality of life.  He has worked diligently in delivering the water and waste programs of the agency to rural areas,” said Jaspers.
Hemen is currently the Business Program Specialist for the state of South Dakota and works out of the Huron State Office.  His responsibilities include delivery of the water and waste programs to rural areas and rural economic development loan and grant programs to rural electric and telephone cooperatives, in addition to providing guidance to field staff.  Prior experience includes working in the livestock feed industry and manufacturing supervision.
“Throughout my government career, I have truly enjoyed seeing the life altering, positive impact our programs have made in people’s lives whether it be first time homebuyers, creation of business opportunities, or providing safe and sanitary water and sewer.  Our programs and services provide financial resources to people who may not have otherwise experienced the American dream of homeownership, starting their own business, or having safe and sanitary drinking water,” Hemen said.  “My career has allowed me to do what I love and that is working with people.”  

Hemen resides in Huron with his wife Ruth.  They have four grown children – Haley is a curriculum coordinator for Harvard University, Christie works for Daktronics, Josh is a junior at the School of Mines, and Brian is a freshman at the University of Nebraska in Lincoln.  Hemen is a Boy Scout Leader, active in Habitat for Humanity, and a member of the United Methodist Choir.  His family is his pride and joy and they provide him with a sense of strength.  His father’s work ethic and values instilled in him the desire to be the best that he can be.  He enjoys woodworking in his free time. 
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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