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MAKING A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF FELLOW AMERICANS
Ebeling Recognized for 30 Years of Federal Service Through USDA Rural Development
(Yankton, South Dakota – March 22, 2007)  “I greatly enjoy my job.  USDA Rural Development definitely helps improve the quality of life for all rural Americans,” chimed Patti Ebeling.  Recently Patti was recognized by State Director Michael V. Jaspers for her 30 years of dedicated service to USDA Rural Development.  Ebeling joined Rural Development in 1977.

“Patti is a go getter and is always willing to go the extra mile to meet the needs of her customers.  She has developed good working relationships with banks, realtors, and contractors.  Through these relationships, she has helped promote our Rural Development programs which in turn help rural Americans,” said Jaspers.

Ebeling is currently the Rural Development Specialist in the Yankton Office.  Other positions held throughout her career include County Office Clerk, County Program Assistant, County Program Technician, Community Development Technician, and Rural Development Technician.  All of the positions held have been in the Yankton Office.  One of Ebeling’s primary responsibilities is working with the agency’s housing programs which include homeownership, guaranteed rural housing and home repair loan and grant programs.  

When asked how her work has impacted others, Ebeling said, “I have been able to help lower income rural Americans who are unable to obtain credit elsewhere become homeowners and assisted individuals whose income is too high to qualify for a direct loan obtain a guaranteed loan through a bank, in addition to having worked with individuals and families to improve or modernize their home.  My work is very rewarding to me as I get to see first hand the difference our agency is making in the lives of a fellow American.” 
A big influence in Ebeling’s life has been her parents and husband who provide encouragement and support in her personal life as well as with her career.  She grew up at Avon, South Dakota on a farm.  At present, Patti and her husband John reside near Yankton.  John works for Alcoa Extrusions, Inc. based in Yankton. They both enjoy hosting foreign exchange students through Pacific Intercultural Exchange and continue to keep in contact with the seven students they’ve hosted.  In her free time, Patti enjoys camping, traveling, flower gardening, attending theatre productions, and reading. 
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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