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HAKL RECOGNIZED FOR FIFTEEN YEARS OF FEDERAL SERVICE 
Discovering Rural Development Greatest Career Achievement
(Yankton, South Dakota – March 22, 2007)  “Discovering Rural Development and choosing to work for this agency has been extremely rewarding for me.  I am very proud to work for Rural Development and I hope to grow old with this agency,” said Tamara Hakl.  Hakl joined Rural Development in April of 2004.  Recently, USDA Rural Development State Director Michael V. Jaspers recognized her for fifteen years of federal service.
“Tamara has a lot of positive energy that creates momentum in her co-workers as well as in her in assisting with the delivery of the agencies programs to the public.  She has become very knowledgeable and efficient in fulfilling her duties and her efforts have not gone unnoticed,” said Jaspers.  

Hakl is a Rural Development Technician in the Yankton Office.  Her main duties are working with single family housing loan applications and closings, processing guaranteed loans, satisfactions, time sheets, and printing and filing procedure.  Hakl is proud to be a part of the process that helps individuals and families with home homeownership and home repairs.  Previous to joining the Rural Development staff, Hakl worked for the Minnehaha & Yankton County Farm Service Agency and South Dakota Human Services Center.  
“The computer era has made things a lot easier by having programs web based on the internet and having access to fillable forms.  I absolutely do not miss typing on a form using carbon paper,” Hakl said when asked what major change has made a difference to her over the span of her career.  
At work, Hakl is inspired by her coworkers as she feels they are excellent role models as they are each unique and specialize in different areas.  At home, Michael W. Smith’s music, her husband’s hard work, and her children’s optimism and sense for adventure provide her with encouragement as well as an endless source of energy.  
Tamara and her husband Brian, along with their three children:  Brandon, Brooklynn & Brianna, live in Yankton by the lake and enjoy boating, bike riding, hiking, fishing, attending plays, and concerts when time allows, in addition to cruising around and discovering new places in the local region.  
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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