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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND WIFE VISIT THE BRANDON FIRE HALL 
Stop Was Part of a Two-Day Tour of Rural Development Projects 
in South Dakota, Minnesota and Iowa
(Brandon, South Dakota – May 10, 2007)  Rural Development in the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) showcased a number of its projects located in South Dakota, Minnesota, and Iowa to a group called Women Involved in Farm Economics (WIFE) on May 8 and 9, 2007.  The first stop of the tour was the Brandon Fire Hall located in Brandon, South Dakota.

WIFE is a policy-oriented, non partisan grass roots organization composed of state associations and local chapters.  The group aims to improve profitability in production agriculture through educational, legislative, communicative and cooperative efforts.  It also strives to bring about cooperation among farm organizations.  Six officers from WIFE participated in the tour.

“The Brandon Fire Hall received a USDA Rural Development community facility loan in the amount of $560,000 for the construction of the new fire hall from Fiscal Year 2005 funding.  This project has allowed the department to expand the number of bays available for equipment, in addition to having office space and training rooms,” said Mike Jaspers, USDA Rural Development State Director.  He continued, “As Brandon is one of the fastest growing communities in South Dakota, we wanted WIFE to see firsthand how Rural Development can assist with projects that truly help a rural community.”

With the cooperation of its partners, USDA Rural Development administered over $220.7 million in program funding benefiting South Dakota during Fiscal Year 2006.  Program highlights include 1,755 jobs created and 533 saved with the utilization of $57 million utilized in the rural business and cooperative program area; serving 1,837 families with the utilization of $127.1 million in the rural housing program area; and 5,511 new water users and 41 community facilities have been helped with the investment of $35.5 million from the community programs area.  In addition, $1.3 million was invested in the Oglala Oyate Woitancan Empowerment Zone located on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.  USDA Rural Development is committed to the future of rural communities. 

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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