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 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

200 Fourth Street SW • Federal Building, Room 210 • Huron, SD  57350
Phone: (605) 352-1100 • Fax: (605) 352-1146 • TDD: (605) 352-1147 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT ENCOURAGES FAITH & COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
(Huron, South Dakota – May 2, 2007)  The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development in South Dakota delivers federal funding to rural areas of the state that help to build and sustain rural communities.  Under President Bush’s Faith-Based and Community Initiative (FBCI), USDA Rural Development is one of the USDA agencies that is ensuring that faith-based and community organizations have equal access to USDA programs and benefits.  

Rural Development programs have always been available to faith-based and community organizations but the President’s Initiative heightens the awareness to these organizations of such programs.  Rural Development’s key programs that fall under the Initiative are in areas of housing, community facilities, business development, technology and other services.  

Initiative implementation  is through the building upon and expansion of successful, existing partnerships; continuation of the commitment to integrate faith-based and other community organizations in agency programs; allowing faith-based organizations to participate in Federal programs without impairing their independence, autonomy, expression or religious character; and by exploring new, innovative approaches in providing services involving organizations that may have previously considered themselves ineligible or were simply unaware of USDA’s many programs.

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

- USDA -
Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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