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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FOCUSES ON EDGEMONT 
Home Ownership Month Draws Attention to Home Improvement Loan and Grant Program
(Edgemont, South Dakota – May 31, 2007)  Home Ownership is more than buying a house; it’s maintaining the home you already own and updating it to meet your changing needs.  Sometimes it may be difficult for a family to pay for home repairs.  USDA Rural Development can assist qualified low income families with a 1% loan or, if the home owner is also over 62 years old and cannot repay the entire amount of the repairs, a grant may also be awarded.  USDA Rural Development partners with other federal, state, and local entities, non-profit organizations, and community lenders to leverage federal dollars into new investment in South Dakota rural communities.  These partnerships allow us to complete bigger projects and help more people.

In recognition of National Home Ownership Month in June, the spotlight is focused on the community of Edgemont where six homes in the area have recently been repaired through Rural Development’s home improvement loan and/or grant program (Section 504).  The homeowners and their projects are as follows:
LaVerna Wing was awarded funding for a new roof, windows, doors, and electrical and plumbing updates to her home.  This project was made possible through a partnership with Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills’ Housing Preservation Gran, HOME funds, and Rural Development’s Section 504 loan and grant funds.

Judy Perrigo was awarded funding for new windows, storm door, and a plumbing line. This project was made possible through a partnership with Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills’ Housing Preservation Grant and Rural Development’s 504 loan funds.

Ray Torres was awarded funding for a new roof, concrete landing, rim joist repair, floor and ceiling repairs, and grab bars.  This project was made possible through a partnership with Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills’ Housing Preservation Grant and Rural Development’s 504 loan and grant program.

Joyce Hey was awarded funding for new windows, doors, front stoop with a ramp, furnace, floor repair, and a new bedroom on the main floor of her home.  This project was made possible through a partnership with Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black 
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Hills’ Housing Preservation Grant, Western South Dakota Community Action Program’s Weatherization, HOME funds, and Rural Development’s 504 loan and grant program.  
Shirley Brown was awarded funding for new siding, windows, doors and an exterior stoop.  This project was made possible through a partnership with Western South Dakota Community Action Program’s Weatherization, HOME funds, Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills’ Housing Preservation Grant funds, and Rural Development’s 504 loan and grant program.  
Lois Redding is being awarded funding to replace her deteriorating deck.  She is receiving Rural Development’s 504 loan and grant funds to complete this project.
“It is important to recognize that without partnerships the dream of homeownership could not be realized for many rural families,” said Mike Jaspers, USDA Rural Development State Director.  “Through Rural Development programs and our partners, we are here to help.  By repairing homes we are improving the standard of living for many low income families, by making homes safe and more accessible for our senior citizens we are helping them maintain their independence and with home ownership being at the heart of Rural Development’s mission, we are creating economic opportunity and improving the quality of life for rural South Dakotans.”

To find out more about these programs or other programs offered through USDA Rural Development, please visit the web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd or contact the Rapid City Office at:  1530 Samco Road, Suite 2; telephone (605) 342-0301, Ext. 4.
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  
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