[image: image1.png]USDA manis

= T
Development



 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

200 Fourth Street SW • Federal Building, Room 210 • Huron, SD  57350
Phone: (605) 352-1100 • Fax: (605) 352-1146 • TDD: (605) 352-1147 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBE TO PURCHASE FIRE FIGHTING UNITS WITH 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
FIRST RESPONDER SYSTEMS WILL IMPROVE RESPONSE TIME 


(Eagle Butte, South Dakota – November 13, 2006) Tim B. Potts, Acting State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota presented the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe (CRST) with a community facility grant in the amount of $45,000 for the purchase of two fighting units.  This funding was awarded through the USDA Rural Development economic impact initiative fund. 

Potts said, “This project will allow for better response time in the event of an emergency and services will be improved to the residents living in the Takini and Whitehorse Districts as well as those living in the outlying area.  The fire fighting unit will ultimately assist in saving lives.” 

There currently is no fire protection located in the remote areas of the CRST.  The nearest fire protection areas are located in Gettysburg and Eagle Butte, which are both approximately 45 miles either way.  The tribe has started a pilot project to establish a fire fighting presence in strategically located communities that do not have any fire fighting equipment.  The fire fighting unit in each community would be staffed by local volunteers.  The volunteers will be trained by BIA for firefighting. The first two pilot communities will be Takini and Whitehorse.  The CRST was awarded $22,500 to be used towards the purchase of the fire fighting units.

“The CRST would like to thank USDA for the financial assistance to acquire fire trucks that will assist the Tribe in the development of the Tribal Volunteer Fire Department and presence in the out lying communities. This is the first phase of the Tribal Volunteer Fire Department to Protect Human Life's, Community Facilities, Residential homes, as well as our Natural Resources.  The establishment of a first responder system, along with future training programs for local volunteers that will be trained in various aspects of fire fighting (including structural and agricultural) as well as fire prevention programs will be established in the communities,” said David Nelson, Director of the Department and Natural Resources for the CRST.  He continued, “A majority of the homes are in a rural setting and the response time for a fire is substantial, however by locating first responder type fire units located in the communities will cut the response time considerably.” 

USDA Rural Development Manager Clark Guthmiller also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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