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$5 MILLION IN LOANS TO SUPPORT ACCESS TO HIGH-SPEED INTERNET TECHNOLOGY
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority Recipient of USDA Rural Development Funding 


(Eagle Butte, South Dakota – November 13, 2006)  USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts is pleased to announce that South Dakota is due to receive over $5 million to be invested in rural areas as part of the Bush Administration’s effort to expand the availability of broadband technology.

Potts was in Eagle Butte today to present the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe (CRST) Telephone Authority with a ceremonial check representing USDA Rural Development telecommunication funds of $5,127,000 to be used to improve telecommunication technology.  

“We are pleased that President Bush recognizes the need for broadband services in rural America.  Through this funding, 724 new subscribers will be provided broadband internet service and improve capabilities of those living in their service to gain access to the digital world economy,” said Potts.

The federal funding will assist the CRST Telephone Authority with deploying 45 new route miles of fiber and copper cable, upgrade the software in the existing digital switches to the current generation, purchase new shelves, batteries, and cards for the existing cabinets, purchase a generator and software upgrades, as well as upgrade the grounding and electrical protection in their service area which covers Corson, Dewey, and Ziebach Counties.  Minor building alterations will be made to allow for the service upgrades as well as improve safety measures for the employees.

“CRST Telephone Authority is very pleased with the USDA Rural Development loan announcement.  It continues to forward our work to serve the rural residents of our reservation with great modern technology offerings and allows us to keep pace with our urban neighbors.  Our company maintains a positive forward commitment to our customer base and this loan is a key component that we appreciate greatly,” said J.D. Williams, Manager of the CRST Telephone Authority.
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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