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EAGLE BUTTE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDING
Newer Model Fire Fighting Unit to Be Purchased

(Eagle Butte, South Dakota – November 13, 2006) - USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts was in town today to present the Eagle Butte Volunteer Fire Department with an award of federal funding to purchase a fire fighting unit.  

Potts said, “I am pleased USDA Rural Development is able to assist the Eagle Butte Volunteer Fire Department upgrade their equipment.”  He continued, “The upgrades will allow the fire department to better combat fires, save lives and protect property within the rural communities they provide service to.” 

The fire department’s existing fleet of vehicles range in age from 9 – 24 years old.  Given the age of the fleet, there is a very real concern regarding operability and safety.  At this time, the fire department’s goal is to replace the 24-year old truck with a newer model brush/quick attack vehicle.  A USDA Rural Development community facility economic impact initiative grant in the amount of $45,000 will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $15,000 to purchase a new cab/chassis with flatbed pump, tank, hoses, radio, lights, siren and nozzles to complete the unit.      

Fire Chief Rick Neigel said, “The all volunteer fire department cannot adequately express their appreciation for the assistance provided by the USDA-Rural Development funds.  They can and do make an important difference in the response time, safety of the fire fighters and so much more.”  Mayor John Bachman who is also a member of the volunteer fire department added that, “Without these funds small and especially all volunteer fire departments would not be able to provide the kind of fire fighting services that these funds provide for.”  Sheila Ganje, Fire Department Project Coordinator and Grant Writer concluded that, “At a time when funding is extremely critical and communities as well as organizations struggle to stay within budgets and meet expenses, this type of assistance ensures the operability, safety, and replacement of old, high maintenance, gas guzzling ineffective equipment with new and highly efficient equipment.”  She continued, “Further this type of assistance raises the morale of the department – I have seen these men receive assistance in the past and any offer of assistance elicits a response form the department of great appreciation, excitement and renewed commitment.  Thank you USDA-Rural Development for your support!”
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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