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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
COMMUNITY SERVICE TOP PRIORITY FOR RING
Recipient of the Community/Volunteer Service Award
(Huron, SD – November 17, 2006) USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts recognized Rural Development Specialist Brian Ring with the Community/Volunteer Service Award for Fiscal Year 2006.  Brian works out of the Pierre Rural Development Office.  This award recognizes an employee for their effective partnerships and employee involvement that supports the agency’s mission, improves the community and is recognized as a catalyst for the community.  
Potts said, “Brian’s work with the local fire department, ambulance service, training duties, and economic development corporation serves as a great example to many of his peers in his community and has been a catalyst for getting others involved in community activities.  Brian’s community leadership is a good example for all.” 

Since 1996, Brian has been a volunteer fire fighter and volunteer emergency medical technician (EMT) in Onida.  He also serves as the training officer for the fire department which puts him in contact with statewide personnel and fire departments in the region.  This activity has given Brian the unique opportunity to outreach Rural Development’s community facility program in a way that would not be possible if Brian wasn’t a volunteer for these groups.  Because of his vast experience and knowledge of firefighting and EMT services, he has willingly worked with communities to help them obtain funding for their various needs within their own communities.  

In addition, Brian serves on the local development corporation in Onida and has had the opportunity to incorporate Rural Development programs and expertise into local community development efforts, while at the same time providing his local community with a valuable service.

“I have always enjoyed volunteer service.  In our smaller communities, that is the only way much of this work gets done.  I encourage everyone to give it a try, you will be amazed at what a difference that you can make in your communities,” said Ring.
Ring’s service area covers Corson, Dewey, Gregory, Hughes, Hyde, Jones, Lyman, Potter, Stanley, Sully, Tripp, and Ziebach Counties.  USDA Rural Development administers federal programs in housing, business assistance, community facility financing, water and waste infrastructure for rural communities and other technical assistance in his service area.
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
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