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DAVE FRANSSENS RECOGNIZED FOR 30 YEARS OF FEDERAL SERVICE
Dedicated to the People of Rural South Dakota
(Huron, South Dakota – November 17,  2006)  Tim B. Potts, USDA Rural Development South Dakota Acting State Director recognized Dave Franssens for 30 years of dedicated service to USDA Rural Development.  Franssens joined Rural Development in 1976.

“Dave maintains a ‘can do’ and is always moving forward to get the job done and ‘doing the right thing’ for the agency and rural South Dakotan’s.  His positive attitude has been beneficial in delivery the programs of our agency to the rural areas of the state,” Potts said.  “We are very grateful that Dave has been a part of this agency the past thirty years.”

Fransssens is currently the Rural Development Manager of the Huron Area Office.  His previous positions within USDA Rural Development include assistant county supervisor in Vermillion, Elk Point and county supervisor in Winner and Brookings.  
One of the highlights Franssens has discovered while working for the agency, is that he feels it is the most down to earth/grass roots agency that seeks out to help people, non profits, and small towns in rural South Dakota.  USDA Rural Development programs provide homeownership, water and waste services, opportunities for businesses, municipalities, and non profits.  
“My career has provided me the opportunity to assist people in accomplishing their dreams in life.  A lot of the goals people have would not be achievable if not for the services provided through Rural Development,” said Franssens.  He continued, “The most important advice I can share with my colleagues is to never give up on something you believe in, work hard, be dedicated to helping others and keep a positive attitude.”

A big influence in Franssens life has been his father who taught Franssens everything he knows from mechanical skills, to restoring houses, to guiding him with patience and being a perfectionist in his work.  Franssens is a NASCAR fan, enjoys fixing and remodeling houses, landscaping, gardening, golfing, and walking.  Franssens and his wife, Debbie, have two grown daughters Bridget and Sarah, and reside in Huron, South Dakota.  
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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