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AMBULANCE PURCHASED BY BENNETT COUNTY HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME 
USDA Rural Development Funds of $63,750 Assist With Purchase 

(Martin, South Dakota – November 1, 2006)  USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts today presented the Bennett County Hospital and Nursing Home with a ceremonial check representing a USDA Rural Development community facility economic impact initiative grant in the amount of $63,750 for the purchase of an ambulance.  
“This vehicle is a critical element in the community. It will enable the hospital and nursing home to improve their response time in the event of an emergency and allows for the continuation of a valuable service to the community,” said Potts.

The ambulance will provide service to Bennett, East Shannon, South Jackson, West Todd, and Southwest Mellette Counties.  Having this vehicle available and accessible during emergency situations will improve services to those living in the community and ultimately help in saving lives.  
“Being a rural hospital getting patients to our hospital and transferring them to others is a big job.  We put a lot of miles on our vehicles and it’s hard on them.  Assistance like this helps keep us with up to date equipment and keeps our ambulance on the road and not in the repair shop,” said Joe Caldwell, Administrator and Chief Executive Officer for Bennett County Hospital and Nursing home.  
The Bennett County area is served by the Rapid City Office.  USDA Rural Development Manager David Adrian also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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