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                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

BUILDING REPAIRS MADE TO BENNETT COUNTY HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME 
USDA Rural Development Funds of $82,500 Assist With Enhancements 

(Martin, South Dakota – November 1, 2006)  USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts today presented the Bennett County Hospital and Nursing Home with a ceremonial check representing a USDA Rural Development community facility economic impact initiative grant in the amount of $82,500 for building repairs.  
“The Bennett County Hospital and Nursing will be able to serve its community for many yeas to come due to the enhancements made for the extended life of the property.  This hospital and nursing home will provide a safe environment for the patients it serves and to its staff and visitors,” said Potts.

The funding will be used to put a new membrane roof covering on the hospital complex.  The facility is used to serve the general public of the service area which includes Bennett, East Shannon, South Jackson, West Todd, and Southwest Mellette Counties.  The hospital and nursing home provides service to a population of 14,951.  
“Grant money like this helps us keep costs down while meeting our goals of facility improvement.  Just a few leaks in a roof can cause extensive damage and distract us from our end goal of patient care,” said Joe Caldwell, Administrator and Chief Executive Officer for Bennett County Hospital and Nursing home.  
The Bennett County area is served by the Rapid City Office.  USDA Rural Development Manager David Adrian  also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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