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NEW FIRE HALL FOR COLOME
USDA Rural Development Funds Assist With the Construction of a New Fire Hall 

(Colome, South Dakota – November 1, 2006)  USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts today presented the Colome Volunteer Fire Department with a ceremonial check representing USDA Rural Development community facility direct loan funds in the amount of $156,000 for construction of a new fire hall.

“This new facility is a critical element in the community.  The present facility does not have adequate space to house trucks and existing equipment.  The addition will enable the department to increase response time in the event of an emergency and allows for the continuation of a valuable service to the community,” said Potts.

The community has outgrown the existing facility.  The building is over crowded and too small for the department’s existing needs.  The new fire hall will be constructed at the edge of town at the intersection of two state highways.  The facility will be a 50’ by 130’ steel framed building and have enough space for apparatus storage, meeting and training areas, and restrooms, as well as offer enough space for truck housing.  The federal funding will be leveraged with the state of South Dakota community development block grant funds (CDBG) in the amount of $210,000 and an applicant contribution of $7,500.  

“We are truly excited about the new fire hall; we’ve done a lot of planning and hard work to assure that we could afford a new building. The volunteer firefighters and emergency medical technicians are the backbone of emergency services in rural South Dakota. This new building will be one more tool to effectively deliver these services,” said Glenn Sealey, Fire Department Chief.

USDA Rural Development Manager Clark Guthmiller also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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