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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT CELEBRATES  UPDATED 
NEW WITTEN COMMUNITY CENTER
Improvements Made With the Assistance of USDA Rural Development Funding of $48,000
(New Witten, South Dakota – November 1, 2006)  Tim B. Potts, Acting South Dakota State Director of Rural Development in the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) visited New Witten today to celebrate improvements made to the city’s community center.

USDA Rural Development awarded the Town of New Whitten a community facility loan in the amount of $13,000 and a grant in the amount of $35,000 to repair the community center’s roof, upgrade the plumbing and install a commercial dehumidifier.

 “USDA Rural Development assists with the financing of a number of projects that add to the unique quality of life found in rural South Dakota, however, the success of any rural community comes down to the citizens taking the initiative to maintain or improve that quality of life.  It is obvious that the people of New Witten are committed to the future of their community,” said Potts.

Rural residents need a place to congregate socially for senior, social and cultural events.  Improvements made to the community center will ensure the continuation of these activities.  
“Local and rural residents need a place to meet socially as well as a place to meet for other important community needs.  Some of these include election board, legion, town board, fire department meetings, and functions, as well as country conference basketball.  Improvements made to the community hall will continue to provide a place for these various activities,” said Doug Best, Chairman of the Board for the Town of New Witten.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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