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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH DAKOTA HITS THE $220 MILLION MARK 
$220.7 Million Invested in Rural South Dakota
(Huron, SD – November 20, 2006) USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts completed a state-wide tour recognizing agency employees for their assistance with an all-time high record breaking level of funding delivered to South Dakota during Fiscal Year 2006.  With the cooperation of its partners, USDA Rural Development administered over $220.7 million in program funding benefiting South Dakota during the recently completed 2006 Fiscal Year.

“USDA Rural Development appreciates the opportunity to provide needed community and economic development programs to rural South Dakotans.  Working with our partners in both the private and public sector, USDA Rural Development has worked hard to allow tax payer dollars to return to South Dakota and to be invested in our state to benefit all of South Dakota,” said Potts.

Program highlights include 1,755 jobs created and 533 saved with the utilization of $56.7 million utilized in the rural business and cooperative program area; serving 1,837 families with the utilization of $127.1 million in the rural housing program area; and 5,511 new water users and 41 community facilities have been helped with the investment of $35.5 million from the community programs area.  In addition, $1.3 million was invested in the Oglala Oyate Woitancan Empowerment Zone located on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.    

USDA Rural Development is proud to deliver this level of program funding to South Dakota.  Agency programs support creating more affordable housing, assist in financing of needed rural health care facilities, and help promote the development of important local businesses.  With the help of many partners, and the support of South Dakota’s congressional delegation, these programs assist local economic development efforts and enhance the quality of life for South Dakotans.  

USDA Rural Development administers federal programs in housing, business assistance, community facility financing, water and waste infrastructure for rural communities and other technical assistance through offices across South Dakota with approximately 82 employees.

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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