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DE SMET MEMORIAL HOSPITAL RECEIVES $95,201 TELEMEDICINE GRANT 
Health Care Professionals Establish Telemedicine Services for 18,000 Rural Residents

(De Smet, South Dakota – November 29, 2006)  USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts was in town today to present a USDA Rural Development distance learning and telemedicine grant award in the amount of $95,201 to De Smet Memorial Hospital (DMH).  The federal grant will assist in establishing telemedicine services at the hospital.

Potts said, “Bringing federal dollars to rural South Dakota in support of distance learning and telemedicine technology for advancing computed radiography is vital to this area.  This project will benefit more than 18,000 rural residents and serve nine counties located in South Dakota including Kingsbury, Hamlin, Miner, Beadle, Clark, Hand, Jerauld, Sanborn and Spink.” 

 DMH is a not for profit corporation located in De Smet, South Dakota.  DMH is owned by the City of De Smet, leased by HRMC and is licensed as a 17-bed critical access hospital.  In order to improve the quality of care for all patients, DMH will establish teleradiology which will dramatically improve radiology review and diagnosis from the average 37-hour turnaround time to the capability of emergency review within minutes.  Also, the medical provider at DMH will be able to view the x-ray at the same time as the radiologist at HRMC which will allow for immediate consultation resulting in appropriate diagnosis, quicker treatment and reduced need for travel.

“We are so pleased to have been chosen as a recipient of this grant,” said Janice Schardin, RN, MS assistant administrator for DMH. “The current process for developing and transporting x-rays for reading is cumbersome and can result in wait times and delayed treatment,” explained Schardin. “The new system will allow for rapid reads by the radiologist in emergent cases.”
USDA Rural Development General Field Representative Kim Anderson also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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