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 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

200 Fourth Street SW • Federal Building, Room 210 • Huron, SD  57350
Phone: (605) 352-1100 • Fax: (605) 352-1146 • TDD: (605) 352-1147 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

APPLICATIONS ENCOURAGED FOR THE VALUE-ADDED PRODUCT MARKET DEVELOPMENT AND 9006 ENERGY GRANT PROGRAMS 

(Huron, South Dakota – November 29, 2006)  The United States Department of Agriculture (UDSA) Rural Development is accepting competitive applications for funds available in the value-added agriculture product market development grant (VADG) and 9006 energy grant programs.

The VADG program is open to eligible independent producers, agricultural producer groups, farmer or rancher cooperatives, and majority-controlled producer-based business ventures.  Value-added products are those agricultural products, which gain value through processing, production, segregation or other means, or produce renewable energy on a farm or ranch.  

Agricultural producers and small businesses located in rural communities with populations 50,000 or less are encouraged to make application for renewable energy and energy efficiency improvement projects under the 9006 energy program.  Monies are available for renewable energy systems such as wind, solar, biomass, biogas, geothermal sources or hydrogen derived from biomass.  Funding is also available for energy efficiency improvement projects such as improvements to HVAC systems, insulation, refrigeration, lighting, pumping systems, air systems, motor systems, irrigation systems, etc.  

To learn more about these programs and application deadlines, please contact Business and Cooperative Specialist Gary Korzan at (605) 352-1120 or email him at gary.korzan@sd.usda.gov.  

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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