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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
STURGIS RURAL DEVELOPMENT EMPLOYEES IN SPOTLIGHT 
$1.2 Million in Housing Funds Invested in Service Area
(Huron, SD – November 6, 2006) The Sturgis USDA Rural Development Office, under the direction of Nancy Clarke, Rural Development Manager, received the South Dakota State Director’s Overall Performance Award for  Fiscal Year 2006 as one of three field offices for Rural Development in South Dakota  that exceeded criteria set in the Housing  program area.  
USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts in South Dakota said, “I join my staff in recognizing the Sturgis Office on their accomplishments.”  He continued, “Our offices in South Dakota did a remarkable job in using our housing program funds this past year.  The Sturgis Office distinguished themselves with a job very well done in the delivery of our programs.”

Rural Development Manager Nancy Clarke said, “The staff members of the Sturgis office, Susan England, Gaby Bassett, and Ruth Ann O’Neill are committed to making good things happen for our service area.”  “Because of that commitment, the Sturgis Office provided $1.2 million  in single family housing loans providing an opportunity to 12 very low and low income families to own a home.  We also provided $50,000 in rural home repair loans and grants which assisted seven very low income families with funding to make repairs or improve on health and safety hazards in their homes.  Eight elderly families were recipients of grant funds totaling $42,000 providing them the opportunity to make repairs or improve on health and safety hazards in their homes.”

The Sturgis Office serves Butte, Harding, Lawrence, Meade and Perkins Counties.  USDA Rural Development administers federal programs in housing, business assistance, community facility financing, water and waste infrastructure for rural communities and other technical assistance in their service area. 
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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