[image: image1.png]USDA manis

= T
Development



 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

200 Fourth Street SW • Federal Building, Room 210 • Huron, SD  57350
Phone: (605) 352-1100 • Fax: (605) 352-1146 • TDD: (605) 352-1147 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
YANKTON RURAL DEVELOPMENT EMPLOYEES IN SPOTLIGHT 
$12.4 Million in Housing Funds Invested in Service Area
(Sioux Falls, SD – November 7, 2006) The Yankton USDA Rural Development Office, under the direction of Sherrie Lewis, Rural Development Manager, received a South Dakota State Director’s Performance Award for  Fiscal Year 2006 as one of three field offices for Rural Development in South Dakota  that exceeded criteria set in the housing  program area.  
USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts in South Dakota said, “I join my staff in recognizing the Yankton Office on their accomplishments.”  He continued, “Our offices in South Dakota did a remarkable job in using our housing program funds this past year.  The Yankton Office distinguished themselves with a job very well done in the delivery of our programs.”

Rural Development Manager Sherrie Lewis said, “The staff members of the Yankton office, Jim Rydell, Patti Ebeling, Jolene Pravecek, and Tamara Hakl are committed to making good things happen for our service area.”  “Because of that commitment, the Yankton Office provided a total of $12.4 million in single family housing loans which included providing an opportunity to 14 very low and low income families to own a home.  An additional 120 families became homeowners through the guaranteed housing program which works in partnership with local lenders across our five county service area.  We also provided $20,509 in rural home repair loans which assisted five very low income families with funding to make repairs or improve on health and safety hazards in their homes.  Four elderly families were recipients of grant funds totaling $23,365 providing them the opportunity to make repairs or improve on health and safety hazards in their homes.” 
The Yankton Office serves Bon Homme, Charles Mix, Clay, Union and Yankton Counties.  USDA Rural Development administers federal programs in housing, business assistance, community facility financing, water and waste infrastructure for rural communities and other technical assistance in their service area. 
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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