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BRUCE JONES RECOGNIZED FOR 20 YEARS OF FEDERAL SERVICE
Each Day is a Learning Experience
(Aberdeen, South Dakota – October 17, 2006)  “It’s like my father always told me when I was growing up,” Rural Development Area Director Bruce Jones recalls, “If you do the right thing, you’ll always be right.”  Little did Bruce know that today his father’s words would still ring true for him as he celebrates his twentieth year working for USDA Rural Development.  Acting State Director Tim B. Potts recently presented Bruce with a certificate of appreciation and a twenty-year pin for his years of federal service.    

“Rural Development has so many varied and different programs that each day is a new learning experience for me.  It also provides me with the opportunity to help others and at the end of the day I can feel good about having helped someone,” said Jones.

Bruce feels that over the years USDA Rural Development has made progress and is able to focus more attention on infrastructure and housing needs in rural areas.  This specialization has allowed us to better meet the needs of many people who choose to call South Dakota home.  Jones credits some of his greatest accomplishments on these advancements which include: 

· Homes Are Possible, Inc. (HAPI)…HAPI was founded by a group of Aberdeen citizens who realized a need for regional housing assistance. Since its founding in 1997, HAPI has helped over 400 families in northeast South Dakota purchase a home and provides assistance to seventeen counties.  Bruce has been involved with HAPI from its inception and was involved with organizing the board and writing by-laws.  Rod Fouberg, HAPI Board Member and Chairman/CEO of Dacotah Bank, Inc. in Aberdeen, said, “Bruce assisted greatly in the effort to build relationships among agencies, communities and individuals; dramatically expanding the resources available to HAPI and making the concept of its vision a reality.”  


· Beadle and Spink Enterprise Community (BASEC)… BASEC is an attempt on the part of the federal government to revive economically depressed areas of the country.  As the first and only enterprise community funded by USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, BASEC is a unique entity.  Bruce was involved from day one working with local citizens of eastern Beadle and Spink Counties to plan, write an application, implement programs, and provides on-going technical assistance.  BASEC’s innovative revolving loan fund approach to problem solving has led to an award winning effort that over the past twelve years has provided below market rate loans for business, livestock, housing and community development to over 300 individuals/families/organizations throughout BASEC’s service area.  According to Bob Hull, former Director of the Northeast South Dakota Community Action Program which spearheaded the effort, “Without the able assistance of capable individuals like Bruce, this once in a lifetime opportunity to turn around a stagnant economy, negatively affected by the loss of family farms and out migration, this dream would never have become a reality.” 


· Dakota Nations Housing Development Corporation (DNHDC). . .Tribal officials and other members of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate on the Lake Traverse Reservation have long been aware of the housing needs of the residents on the reservation.  In an effort to address those needs in a systematic way, tribal leaders created the Dakota Nations Housing Development Corporation as a non-profit organization to develop housing.  Bruce Jones took the lead and has acted as an advisor to the organization, bringing his years of knowledge and expertise to the group, and also helping to recruit other members who could bring their resources as well.  The DNHDC is in line to begin production of housing units in 2007, thus helping to address the housing needs on the Lake Traverse Reservation.  “Bruce's work with DNHDC has been invaluable in helping us to move forward with developing housing on the reservation," said Cindy Dannenbring, DNHDC Board Member.  "He has a knack for simplifying complicated issues so that we can absorb the information and make good decisions." 

In addition to supporting these groups, Bruce’s other responsibilities include providing guidance and supervision for all programs offered through USDA Rural Development to individuals living in northeastern South Dakota.  Prior to becoming the Area Director in June of 2003, Bruce previously held the position of Rural Development Manager.
Bruce, his wife and two children live on a farm in Brown County.  In his spare time, he helps his father and his sons with the family farm.  

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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