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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS HOUSING PRESERVATION GRANT TO NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING SERVICES OF THE BLACK HILLS, INC.
Funds Will Be Used To Repair Single Family Homes
(Deadwood, South Dakota – October 23, 2006)  The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development announces a $29,561 grant to Neighborhood Housing Services (NHS) of the Black Hills, Inc.  The funds, available through the USDA Rural Development housing preservation grant (HPG) program, will be used to assist low and very low income homeowners in rehabilitating their homes.
Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills, Inc. is located in Deadwood, South Dakota.  It is a not-for-profit corporation dedicated to the promotion of homeownership and revitalizing neighborhoods to improve the quality of life.  The organization provides housing services such as the availability of loan/grant information, construction consulting, and other housing related activities.  The federal funds will assist, but not limited to:  replacement of roofs, stairs, electrical wiring, foundation of structural repair, and heating systems.
“Part of USDA Rural Development’s mission statement is to improve the quality of life in rural communities,” said USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts.  He continued, “Providing financial assistance to qualified applicants is a good starting point in embarking on this mission.  I am pleased to award this grant to Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills, Inc., an organization that successfully addresses the housing needs of low income residents in its service area.”

The objective of the USDA Rural Development HPG program is to provide qualified recipient organizations (grantees) with funds to develop programs to assist very-low and low income rural homeowners with repairs or rehabilitation work to their homes.  Also, funds are provided to rental property owners and co-ops to help with repairs and rehabilitation of their units if they are made available to low and very low income persons.
“On behalf of NHS, I am delighted to receive the Housing Preservation Grant from Rural Development.  This grant will help several families improve important life safety issues for safer and in many cases, warmer homes.  This opportunity would not be available to these families without the partnership with Rural Development,” said Joy McCracken, Executive Director of Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills, Inc.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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