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THIRSTING FOR FRESH DOMESTIC WATER 
Federal Funding Assists with New Water Main
(Pierre, South Dakota – October 30, 2006)  Acting State Director Tim B. Potts presented federal funding to the Oahe Plains System Corporation to make improvements to the water system.  USDA Rural Development water and waste disposal direct loan funds of $100,000 will be leveraged with an additional $5,700 of other funding for a total of $105,700 which will assist with replacing existing water lines.

“This project will improve supply of fresh domestic water to the existing nineteen users being served by a portion of the rural water system.  The new 4” inch line will deliver more water to meet increased demands of the customers on the system.” said Potts.

The Oahe Plains System Corporation is a not for profit rural water utility company.  The system operates water main lines serving 103 customers in the Oahe Acres subdivision, Sunshine Acres subdivision and surrounding areas.  The project is located on Sunshine Loop in Sunshine Acres, which is geographically isolated from the remainder of the system.  Previous attempts at increasing pressure in the main line from the supply point have been unsuccessful.  Approximately 4,400 line feet of 2” water main will be replaced with 4” water main increasing supply of water to the users in the area.  

“This funding will provide OPSC with an opportunity to finally provide sufficient water and water pressure to the members on this loop of our system,” said Randy Vance, President of Oahe Plains.

USDA Rural Development Area Director Clark Guthmiller and Rural Development Specialist Brian Ring also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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