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VALUE ADDED AGRICUTLURE DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
RECEIVES USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
$200,000 Awarded for Rural Cooperative Development

(Huron, South Dakota – September 19, 2007)  USDA Rural Development staff participated in a ceremony today for the Value Added Agriculture Development Center (VAADC) where Business and Cooperative Development Specialist Gary Korzan presented a rural cooperative development initiative grant in the amount of $200,000 for the VAADC to continue to provide assistance to cooperatives in an effort to improve economic conditions in rural South Dakota. 

"The grant funds will be used to facilitate new economic opportunities for South Dakota farmers and rural businesses," said Jaspers.  He continued, “South Dakotan’s want to further develop agriculture in our state and the Value-Added Agriculture Development Center provides the service to capitalize on those ideas.”

The mission of the South Dakota Value-Added Agriculture Development Center (Ag Center) is to foster creation of producer-owned, valued-added agriculture by offering technical and staff support and championing value-added agriculture by educating producers, lenders and the public on value-added concepts.  The Ag Center provides services to potential and established rural cooperatives in South Dakota and the surrounding area.

“The rural cooperative development grant is a very competitive program and we are pleased to have received funds again this year,” said Mark Hofer, VAADC President.  “The VAADC will utilize the grant to provide agribusiness development services to entrepreneurs throughout South Dakota.”  
According to Cheri Rath, executive director for the VAADC, the USDA rural cooperative development initiative grant funds are slated to assist nearly 30 projects across the state.  Rath explained, “Adding value to the quality products we grow in South Dakota results in profitability and sustainability of our producers, rural communities, and economic viability of the state as a whole.”   

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 

–USDA –
Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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