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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT ANNOUNCES $18.2 MILLION FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY, RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS

WASHINGTON, September 20, 2007 -- Agriculture Under Secretary for Rural Development Thomas Dorr today announced that 345 proposals in 37 states have been selected to receive a total of $18.2 million for renewable energy and energy efficiency projects.  
“These funds will help create economic opportunity and reduce energy costs for farmers, ranchers and small businesses in rural communities,” Dorr said.  “Our renewable energy programs have a significant impact on creating jobs and investment opportunities and maintaining financially viable communities.”

The grant and loan guarantee/grant combinations are being awarded through USDA’s Section 9006 Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements program.  It provides financial assistance to agricultural producers and rural small businesses to install renewable energy generation systems or to make energy efficiency improvements. Of the $18.2 million total, $13.4 million are grants and $4.8 million are guaranteed loans.

In South Dakota, Lee Pawlowski of Gann Valley was awarded grant funds of $12,850 to install a geothermal heating system in his farm shop; Medicine Creek Lodge, LLC, located near Tulare, was awarded grant funds of $1,500 to replace the existing 1919 windows and doors of the lodge with new ones; Brad M. Eggers of New Effington was awarded grant funds of $37,580 to replace the existing grain drying system with a new higher efficient model; Mark Ulmer of Menno was awarded grant funds of $5,915 to convert the diesel powered irrigation pumps to a variable speed electric drive system; Elkton Locker, Inc., located in Elkton, was awarded grant funds of $65,000 and loan funds of $65,000 to install a geothermal heating and cooling system; Todd Lounsbery was awarded grant funds of $47,262 to replace his existing propane grain drying system with a Custom Marketing Company Natural Air system; and Clyde E. Brewer was awarded grant funds of $3,607 to convert an irrigation motor from diesel power to electric power.
Funding of individual recipients will be contingent upon their meeting the conditions of the grant/loan guarantee agreement.  A complete list of the selected recipients is posted on the USDA Rural Development web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
USDA Rural Development's mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents. Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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