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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

JASPERS ANNOUNCES COMMUNITY FACILITY GRANTS 


(Huron, South Dakota – September 21, 2007)  State Director Mike Jaspers today announced the award of $72,290 in Community Facilities grants to improve public safety and health care services. 

“These grants will assist communities with projects that enhance the quality of life for rural citizens and communities,” Jaspers said. “This community funding follows a competitive application process and our staff helped with the effort in qualifying rural projects.”


Community Facilities grants help finance essential public services in rural areas, such as schools, libraries, child care, hospitals, fire and rescue stations, police stations and community centers.  Part of the money is being awarded under the Economic Impact Initiative grants program, which is targeted to rural communities with extreme unemployment and severe economic depression. 

In South Dakota, the Trail City Volunteer Fire Department was awarded $30,450 to purchase a used pickup and other fire equipment; the Town of Peever was awarded $11,000 to purchase a pickup for a grass fire fighting rig; the Kadoka Volunteer Fire Department was awarded $7,740 to purchase a new fire truck; and the City of Sisseton was awarded $23,100 to purchase two police vehicles and chassis.


USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 

–USDA –
Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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