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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS FUNDS TO CITY OF SISSETON
Funding in the Amount of $23,100 Assists with Purchase of Police Vehicles 


(Sisseton, South Dakota – November 20, 2007)  USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers announced that the City of Sisseton will receive community facility economic impact initiative grant funds in the amount of $23,100 to purchase two police vehicles and a chassis.

 “I’m pleased our funds will assist the City of Sisseton with the purchase of police vehicles and a fire chassis for a tanker truck,” Jaspers said.  “These vehicles will allow for better response time in the event of an emergency and provide the community with a sense of increased security.”

The present equipment the city owns is of high maintenance, logged a lot of miles and/or no longer operational.  The city is in need of reliable vehicles that allow the police officers and firemen the ability to provide increased protection and security to its 2,500 plus residents.  The federal funds will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $42,900.  
“The City of Sisseton is very grateful for the assistance of this Rural Development grant for the purchase of two new police cars and a fire truck chassis.  It takes a cooperative effort, by all entities of government, to provide the equipment necessary to protect the lives and property of our citizens,” said Frank Karst, Mayor of the City of Sisseton.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Rural Development Area Director Bruce Jones and Specialist Janell Telin also attended the event.  Rural Development provides valuable loan and grant programs and technical assistance to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents, as well as finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Rural Development invested more than $259 million in fiscal year 2007 and $1.9 billion over the past 10 years in South Dakota’s economy.  
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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