[image: image1.png]USDA manis

= T
Development



 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

200 Fourth Street SW • Federal Building, Room 210 • Huron, SD  57350
Phone: (605) 352-1100 • Fax: (605) 352-1146 • TDD: (605) 352-1147 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

WILMOT HEALTHCARE FACILITY AWARDED FEDERAL FUNDS TOTALLY $25,000
Funding will Assist with the Purchase of Electric Beds


(Wilmot, South Dakota – November 20, 2007)  USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers announced that Wilmot Care Center received a community facility grant in the amount of $5,000 and a loan in the amount of $20,000 to purchase electric beds.
 Jaspers said, “This new equipment will allow this nursing home to optimize patient care and improve service to clients.  The population served by this facility is approximately 500.”

The nursing home’s equipment was outdated and in need of replacement.  Funding will be used towards purchase 33-electric patient beds and other miscellaneous equipment.  Improvements made with the funding will make the nursing home better able to meet clients’ needs, increase comfort level while in the facility, increase overall efficiency, and improve services to the local and surrounding communities.  
“In these times of tighter margins for all nursing homes across the nation, this is a wonderful gift that is greatly appreciated and indeed welcomed for our residents and staff needs,” said James Gisi, Administrator of Wilmot Care Center.
Rural Development Area Director Bruce Jones and Specialist Janell Telin also attended the event.  Rural Development provides valuable loan and grant programs and technical assistance to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents, as well as finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Rural Development invested more than $259 million in fiscal year 2007 and $1.9 billion over the past 10 years in South Dakota’s economy.  
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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