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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT RECOGNIZES CAROLYN BLOODGOOD
Outstanding Customer Service
(Huron, SD – October 22, 2007) USDA Rural Development held a State Meeting on October 17 & 18, 2007 in Chamberlain, South Dakota.  An awards program was held to recognize select individuals for their extra efforts in program delivery and for their customer service to internal and external customers during Fiscal Year 2007.   USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers presented Carolyn Bloodgood, Rural Development Business and Community Program Technician in the Huron State Office, with the 2007 State Office Raving Fan Award. 

“Carolyn is always cheerful and so willing to help out.  Her attitude exemplifies outstanding customer service,” said Jaspers.  “She addresses questions and concerns right away and you can always count on her for a response.”
The raving fan award recognizes the employee for their exemplary customer service and employees are nominated for this award by their peers.  Carolyn goes above and beyond the call of duty to ensure that she addresses the needs of her customers in a timely fashion and keeps the lines of communication open.  
“I was humbled when I learned that I received this award.  Working with people gives me great pleasure and satisfaction and I always try to do my best to assist them,” said Carolyn Bloodgood, Rural Development Business and Community Program Technician.  “Working with Rural Development for the past two years has been a very rewarding experience and I look forward to many more years of service.”
Rural Development provides valuable loan and grant programs and technical assistance to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents, as well as finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Rural Development invested more than $255 million in fiscal year 2007 and $1.9 billion over the past 10 years in South Dakota’s economy.  

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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