[image: image1.png]USDA manis

= T
Development



 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

200 Fourth Street SW • Federal Building, Room 210 • Huron, SD  57350
Phone: (605) 352-1100 • Fax: (605) 352-1146 • TDD: (605) 352-1147 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                       Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
$21.9 MILLION IN USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS 
INVESTED IN NORTHEAST SOUTH DAKOTA
Spotlight is on the Aberdeen Employees for their Efforts
(Huron, SD – October 25, 2007) USDA Rural Development held a State Meeting on October 17 & 18, 2007 in Chamberlain, South Dakota.  An awards program was held to recognize select individuals for their extra efforts in program delivery and for their customer service to internal and external customers during Fiscal Year 2007.   USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers announced that the Aberdeen USDA Rural Development Office staff has been recognized for their accomplishments for their overall program performance as “Office of the Year for Fiscal Year 2007” for South Dakota USDA Rural Development Offices.  The Aberdeen Office has received this recognition three out of the past four years.
Jaspers said, “I join my staff in recognizing the Aberdeen Office on their accomplishments in outstanding program delivery.”  He continued, “The Aberdeen staff distinguished themselves in many areas.  USDA Rural Development funds in the amount of $21,888,413 were invested in northeast South Dakota that utilized eleven agency programs and assisted 15,359 people.    These services were provided through a staff of six.  In addition, they lead the state in water and environmental program loans made providing new or improved service for 8,827 rural residents and were tied for the number of community facilities loans made helping nearly 6,207 rural residents with such things as fire and rescue services, critical care access facilities.  They also lead the state in several single family housing categories such as lower first year delinquency and number of minority guaranteed single family housing loans.”

The Aberdeen staff recognized for a job well done include Bruce Jones, Janell Telin, Craig Johnson, Roxanne Woodring, Kristi Van Winkle and Harry Adam.  The Aberdeen Office serves Brown, Campbell, Day, Edmunds, Marshall, McPherson, Roberts, and Walworth Counties.

“I applaud the staff in the Aberdeen Office for the dedication and hard work.  They are what makes it possible to spread the agency mission in each of our communities that need assistance,” stated Area Director Bruce Jones.
Rural Development provides valuable loan and grant programs and technical assistance to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents, as well as finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Rural Development invested more than $255 million in fiscal year 2007 and $1.9 billion over the past 10 years in South Dakota’s economy.  

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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